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INTRODUCTION FROM THE WARDEN

Choosing GCSEs and A
Levels are important
milestones in the

educational journey. The purpose
of this booklet is to provide a
guide to what Llandovery College
offers and hopefully a prompt to
further discussion within families
and with staff. GCSE and A Level
options are presented in the same
guide in order for a pathway to be
identified for those on the brink of
choosing GCSEs.

At GCSE Level all pupils should
study the following core subjects: 
l English (or English as an

Additional Language) 
l English Literature 
l Mathematics 
l Science (Biology, Chemistry, Physics) 

In order to keep options open at both
A Level and beyond, the College offers
an impressively broad curriculum and
at Year 10 pupils should consider a
wide variety of additional subjects from
the Humanities (Business Studies,
Geography, History and Religious
Studies), Languages (French, Latin,
Spanish and First/Second Language
Welsh), Creative Arts (Art, Drama,
Design & Technology and Music) as
well as Physical Education which at
Llandovery College sits with the
Sciences. As a small College we
endeavour to create GCSE and A Level
timetables to accommodate pupils’
choices – made in the summer term –
but this cannot be guaranteed.
Likewise, the College may discontinue
a course if take-up is not sufficient.

Recent educational reform has
presented schools with various
challenges. As an independent school
Llandovery College has retained
control of its destiny and has been
able, as a result, to navigate change
with the best interests of the pupils at
the centre of decision-making.

At both GCSE and A Level the College
has embraced examination boards that
offer the greatest variety of
specifications and quality resource.
The traditional alphabetised grading of

A*– G at GCSE will be replaced by the
numbers nine to one, with nine
representing the top achievement. The
matching between nine number grades
and eight alphabetised grades naturally
is not exact, with grades four, five and
six covering grades C and B. At A Level
alphabetised grading will remain
unchanged but linear rather than
modular assessment is making a
reappearance in some subjects.

Pupils and parents will receive more
information on these changes through-
out the year and clarification can be
sought from specific subject staff.  

Finally, I am often asked on what basis
subject choices should be made. There
is much to consider, including ‘keeping
doors open’, aptitude, experience and
career aspirations. One factor however
that is often overlooked and of crucial
importance is enjoyment; choosing
subjects that you don’t fundamentally
enjoy can be disastrous. Without
enjoyment, there can be no passion,
and without passion achievement will
always be limited.

Guy Ayling MA
Warden
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This course helps develop creative,
technical, expressive, analytical
and problem-solving skills. It also

aims first and foremost to nurture a
passion for Art and creation, tapping into
pupils’ innate artistic skills. Whilst an
important course for those looking
towards a future in creative arts, it also
focuses on developing a holistic
appreciation of the world around us as
an end in itself.  

ASSESSMENT
Portfolio 60% 
Externally set assignment 40%
All externally moderated

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE
Component 1 
A practical portfolio of work and
outcomes. Pupils explore a variety of
materials, processes and techniques while
engaging with the work of various artists
and designers. 
This component is internally set, internally
assessed and externally moderated.
Component 2 
Part 1 Preparatory study period. Externally
set questions consist of themes, visual
stimuli and written briefs to which pupils
create a practical and personal response.
Part 2 A 10 hour period of sustained and
focused work, drawing together ideas from
the preparatory work, completed under
supervised conditions.
This component is externally set, internally
assessed and externally moderated.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Pupils will require a sketchbook which can
be purchased through the College. Access
to a camera would be beneficial. 

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
Enjoyment and an interest in Art is
required, as well as a willingness to explore
and experiment with new materials.

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
The course will involve the participation in
trips to galleries and places of interest to
create sketchbook studies.



DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY Resistant Materials

The world in which we live is full of products that have
been designed to satisfy the needs of different groups of
people in our society. Design & Technology at GCSE

introduces and develops essential skills required in the solution
of everyday problems, combining practical skills and theoretical
knowledge to produce the ideas of tomorrow. 

ASSESSMENT
Component 1: Design and Technology in the 21st Century  
Written examination 2h 50%
A mix of short answer, structured and extended writing questions
assessing pupils’ knowledge 
Component 2: Design and Make Task 
Non-examination assessment 35h 50% 
A sustained design and make task based on a contextual
challenge set by the examination board

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
During Year 10 a series of projects are undertaken to build skills
and product knowledge to prepare pupils for the Design and Make
Task and Examination. The projects all include practical and
theoretical elements which reinforce the learning being carried
out. A wide variety of techniques and skills will be considered
across the duration of the course including; modules on materials,
the world around us and basic electronics. Examination
preparation will be an integral part and a minimum of two mock
examinations will be carried out to identify development
opportunities.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Pupils will be required to undertake a variety of tasks that require
various forms of communication, literacy and numeracy. Good
drawing techniques are required and access to personal
multimedia devices is essential. It is a requirement of the course
for all pupils to purchase the agreed D&T portfolio pack which
contains a variety of equipment that will greatly assist the pupil
across the duration of the course. 

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
Previous knowledge in Key Stage 3 is desirable as a basis for
development. 

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
Opportunities exist to visit national events such as the Innovation
Awards and appropriate manufacturers.

GENERAL COMMENTS
This course allows all pupils access to subject knowledge through
the variety of teaching methods employed as well as the single tier
entry. Access to the workshop facilities and the advanced laser
cutter will further enhance future development of the subject.
Pupils will be required to purchase the materials used in projects.

Examination Board EDUQAS
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BUSINESS STUDIES
Examination Board AQA

The course has at its heart the desire to create Welsh
entrepreneurs for a global future. The course gives the
opportunity to study business from development of a

commercial concept through to its eventual dynamic growth.
Key elements of study revolve around business planning,
finance, marketing and personnel management through to
operations and manufacturing. The course is taught in a
practical way, with much emphasis on case study coupled
with visits and guest speakers. Enrichment comes in the
form of the opportunity to take part in Llandovery College’s
Young Enterprise Initiative, and externally through the
Student Investor Challenge. Studying Business Studies at
this level provides excellent grounding to move onto A Level
Business Studies and Economics.

ASSESSMENT
Paper 1 Influences of operations and HRM on business activity
Written examination   1h 45m   50% 

Pupils are assessed on business in the real world, influences on
business, business operations and human resources
Paper 2 Influences of marketing and finance on business activity
Written examination   1h 45m   50% 
Pupils are assessed on business in the real world, influences on
business, marketing and finance

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
The course introduces pupils to the dynamic business
environment and the importance of entrepreneurial activity.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
No previous experience of Business Studies is necessary. 

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
Business and industry visits, guest speakers and entry into the
College’s Enterprise Initiative.

COMPUTER SCIENCE   

This is a course packed with
programming and an
understanding of how computer

systems work. It is based on abstraction,
decomposition, logic, algorithms and
data representation. Pupils analyse
problems in computational terms
through practical experience of solving
such problems including designing,
writing and debugging programs. The
course enables pupils to apply
mathematical skills relevant to computer
science whilst thinking creatively,
innovatively, analytically, logically and
critically – essential skills that can also
be applied to many other courses.

ASSESSMENT
Examination (01)
Computer Systems   40%
Examination (02)
Computational Thinking, Algorithms and
Programming   40%
Non-Examination Assessment (03/04)
Programming Project 20%

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
The course allows pupils to take
Components: 01, 02 and either 03 or 04
to be awarded the OCR GCSE in
Computer Science. Component 01 will
introduce pupils to the Central Processing

Unit (CPU), computer memory and
storage, wired and wireless networks,
network topologies, system security and
system software. Component 02 will
introduce computational thinking,
algorithms and programming, learning
about programming techniques, how to
produce robust programs, computational
logic, translators and facilities of
computing languages and data
representation. Pupils will become familiar
with computing related mathematics. It is

expected that pupils will draw on this
underpinning content when completing
the Programming Project component (03
or 04).

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
No previous experience is needed to study
this course.

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
There is a large scope for external activities.

Examination Board OCR

DRAMA
Examination Board Edexcel

Drama explores plays, ideas, issues and characters,
investigating the world in which we live. Pupils develop
empathy and identity, enabling a more astute

understanding of humanity. Drama develops confidence,
communication and presentation skills, literacy and creativity.
Drama is an excellent starting point for pupils to strengthen a
vast range of skills important for future success and
achievement. 

ASSESSMENT
Internal assessment 40%      External assessment   60%

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
Component 1
Devising – the realisation of a performance or design, with
supporting evidence and an evaluation
Component 2
Performance (acting or design) – the realisation of two extracts
from one performance text
Component 3
Interpreting theatre – written examination
Section A – a series of questions based on one text

Section B – one
question, evaluating
live theatre

COURSE
REQUIREMENTS
The course requires the
study of two published
plays and the use of
techniques inspired by
a practitioner or a
theatrical genre.

PREVIOUS
EXPERIENCE
Enjoyment and an interest in theatre is required as well as a
willingness to collaborate with others.

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
The course will involve the participation in trips to the theatre and
rehearsal time beyond lessons, leading up to the performance
examinations.

GC
SE

“ Being given a problem and finding a
solution is what is so great about DT – and

you get to hold the solution! ”



FRENCH

French is a world language that is
spoken by more than 220 million
people across the five continents.

Knowledge of the language is a concrete
and demonstrable life skill and highly
valued by employers, displaying open-
mindedness and an ability to problem-
solve. Developing the skill to
communicate cross-culturally is an
exciting journey and this course aims to
build the confidence to think quickly and
clearly in a variety of different contexts. 

ASSESSMENT
GCSE French has a Foundation Tier
(Grades 1 – 5/Grades G – C) and a Higher
Tier (Grades 4 – 9/Grades C – A*). Pupils
take all four question papers. 
Paper 1 Listening 25%
Paper 2 Speaking 25%
Paper 3 Reading 25%
Paper 4 Writing 25%

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
Assessments are based on three themes:
Theme 1 Identity and culture
Theme 2 Local, national, international and
global areas of interest

Theme 3 Current and future study and
employment

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
French must be studied at Key Stage 3 in
order to access the course.

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
Trips and visits to France, French Film
Society, community service assisting
Preparatory School pupils with French,
links with Llandovery’s twin town
Pluguffan, Brittany.

Examination Board AQA

The opportunities I have had to travel and see the world have been brilliant – school trips have
made my lessons come to life and given me unforgettable memories 

GEOGRAPHY 

Geography at GCSE enables the discovery of new places
and the understanding of the environment in which we
live on a local, regional and global scale. Geography

allows us to appreciate the dynamic processes that shape both
the physical and human world. Topics vary from tectonic
hazards to globalisation. Whether a pupil is a physical or
human geographer there is something for all.  

ASSESSMENT
Component 1 Changing Physical and Human Landscapes 35%
Component 2 Environmental and Development Issues 35%
Component 3 Applied Fieldwork Enquiry 30% 

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
The course develops an enquiry approach to the study of
geographical information, issues and concepts. It is based on the
principle that geographical education should enable pupils to

become critical and reflective thinkers by engaging them actively in
the enquiry process. Content is organised around key questions
and pupils develop the ability to pose geographical questions of
their own. The overarching aim of this qualification is to develop
pupils who ‘think like geographers’. Pupils will develop the skills
necessary to conduct framed enquiries in the classroom and in the
field, in order to develop an understanding of specialised
geographical concepts and current geographical issues.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
No previous experience is needed to study this course.

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
There is a large scope for external activities both locally and
internationally. Fieldwork is essential for this course to be
delivered effectively.

Examination Board Eduqas
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GC
SE ENGLISH LANGUAGE & LITERATURE 

English is a core subject and is
compulsory. This is an all-
encompassing subject vital for

communication throughout life. During the
course pupils’ desire to engage with literature
and language is stimulated and they will
develop skills in reading, writing, speaking
and listening. Self-expression flourishes as
pupils learn to write in a confident and
imaginative style, while exploring challenging
reading matter produces creative and
independent thinking skills. 

ASSESSMENT
Language
Two written examinations and one non-
examination assessment
Literature
Two written examinations

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
Language
Paper 1 Pupils study how to respond to and
write fiction. They will read and respond to a
range of short stories and practise creative
writing (both narrative and descriptive). 

Paper 2 Preparation involves study and
production of non-fiction texts. The non-
examination assessment is a presentation on a
subject of the pupil’s own choice. It does not
contribute to the overall GCSE grade, but is
reported separately.
Literature
Paper 1 Involves study of a play by Shakespeare
and Robert Louis Stevenson’s The Strange Case
of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde. 
Paper 2 Involves the study of Willy Russell’s
Blood Brothers and a selection of poetry written
from 1789 to the present day, which will be
thematically linked. Pupils will also learn how
to respond to unseen poetry. 

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
Theatre and cinema trips.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS
Grade 4/Grade C in English Language is a
minimum requirement for progression to
Higher Education.

Examination Board AQA



The breadth and variety of topics covered within this
course is truly wonderful. Pupils will have the unique
opportunity to delve into the medieval world,

scrutinise a significant period in the development of the
USA, inquire into the 20th century and undertake a
thematic study that analyses change over the last 1,000
years. This breadth acknowledges the importance of
studying British, European and International History and
beyond the confines of the 20th century.

On their GCSE History journey pupils will enhance their skills
as analysts, evaluators and communicators, as well as
strengthen their ability to present well structured arguments. 

ASSESSMENT
Unit 1 Written examination 1h 25%
Unit 2 Written examination 1h 25%
Unit 3 Written examination 1h 15m 30%
Unit 4 Controlled assessment 

completed in term time 20%

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
Unit 1 Studies in Depth – Wales and the wider perspective 
1A The Elizabethan Age, 1558-1603
Unit 2 Studies in Depth – History with a European/world focus
2C Germany in Transition, 1919-1939
Unit 3 Thematic Studies from a broad historical perspective 
3A Changes in Crime and Punishment, c.1500 to the 
present day
Unit 4 Working as an historian – non-examination assessment
(NEA)   
Assessment titles are confirmed on an annual basis

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
No previous experience is necessary.

HISTORY
Examination Board Edexcel
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MATHEMATICS

Mathematics is a core subject and is compulsory.
Pupils will draw on knowledge already learnt and
apply it to understand and solve a range of

mathematical problems. Mathematics plays a central role
within real life and it promotes logic, reasoning and
independent thinking. Pupils are taught how to solve
numerical, algebraic and spatial problems and how to look
critically at collecting, processing and interpreting data in
an interesting and dynamic way. 

ASSESSMENT
GCSE Mathematics has a Foundation Tier (Grades 1 – 5/
Grades G – C) and a Higher Tier (Grades 5 – 9/Grades C –
A*). Pupils must take three question papers at the same tier.

All question papers must be taken in the same series. One
paper is non-calculator but calculators are allowed in the
other two papers. Papers last for 90 minutes and each is
weighted equally.  

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
This is a robust GCSE covering the main topics within the
National Curriculum as follows: 
1Number
2 Algebra
3 Ratio, Proportion and Rates of Change
4 Geometry and Measures
5 Probability 
6 Statistics

Examination Board AQA

The mother tongue of Western Civilisation, Latin has
traditionally constituted a passage to the world of
knowledge and wisdom. Studying Latin at GCSE has

proved to be highly beneficial for those pupils who have an
interest in Ancient or Medieval History, Modern Languages,
Medicine, Theology, Philosophy and the Sciences. Indeed,
Latin provides ‘brain training’ through the process of logical
thinking and develops the enquiring mind needed for
advanced academic study.

ASSESSMENT
Component 1 Latin Language
Written examination   1h 30m 50%
This paper will be in two sections
Section A A range of short comprehension questions testing
understanding of the storyline   55%
Translation of a passage from Latin to English 35%
Section B Either translation from English into Latin or the
permitted alternative   10%
Component 2 Latin Literature and Sources (Themes)
Written Paper   1h 15m   30%
A prescription of Latin Literature, both prose and verse, on a
theme together with prescribed ancient source materials on
the same theme. A choice of one of two themes is offered. This
is an open-book assessment.
Pupils choose either Component 3A or 3B
Written Paper   1h   20%
Component 3A Latin Literature (Narratives)  
A prescription of Latin literature forming a narrative,
accompanied by adjacent passage(s) in English. A choice of
one of two narratives (one verse, one prose) is offered. This is
an open-book assessment.
Component 3B Roman Civilisation  
A prescribed topic of Roman Civilisation. A choice of one of
two topics is offered.

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
Latin is the language of Western Civilisation, the language of
law, government, logic and theology. The course offers a solid
linguistic challenge, placed within a context of society and
culture.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
Knowledge of Latin at Key Stage 3 is required.

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
Trips to places of historical interest for example Caerleon, Bath
and Hadrian’s Wall.

LATIN
Examination Board Eduqas
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MUSIC 

This course develops understanding and appreciation of a
range of different kinds of music, extending pupils’
particular interests and increasing their ability to perform

as soloists and in ensemble situations. The course is an ideal
foundation for future study at A Level or a higher level vocation-
al award and aims to develop a life-long passion for music.

ASSESSMENT
Performing   30%     Composing   30%     Appraising   40% 

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
Component 1
An assessment of performance skills in both a solo and
ensemble context. Pupils are given the opportunity to rehearse
and refine performances on their chosen instrument or voice,
developing technical control, expression and interpretative skills.
Component 2
An assessment of a pupil’s skills in composing music. Pupils will
be introduced to the technical and creative skills required by a
composer and are encouraged to explore skills needed to compose
for different instrumental and/or vocal forces. Pupils must submit
two compositions of a combined duration of at least three
minutes.
Component 3 
An assessment of a pupil’s listening and appraising skills
through the study of music across a variety of styles and genres.
The content is grouped into four areas of study, each of which
contains two set works.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
Pupils require an enthusiasm for music in general and an ability to
perform at Grade 4/Grade C standard by the second year of the
course. 

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
Attendance at concerts and performing arts events to support
course aims.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS
Music GCSE pupils are expected to play a full part in the musical
life of Llandovery College, supporting the choirs and instrumental
ensembles as appropriate.

Examination Board Edexcel



PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

A healthy balanced lifestyle is
central to the Llandovery College
ethos and Physical Education

allows pupils to begin an exploration of
the components of that aspiration. The
subject is varied and interesting and
develops many essential skills such as
independent learning, team work,
communication, analysing information,
interpreting data and problem solving.

ASSESSMENT 
The subject content focuses on five key
areas:
1Health, training and exercise
2 Exercise physiology
3Movement analysis 
4 Psychology of sport and physical activity
5 Socio-cultural issues in physical activity

and sport
Component 1
Introduction to Physical Education;
Written examination   2 hours   60%
Pupils will be assessed through a range of
short and extended questions. The
questions will be based on stimuli/sources.

Component 2
The Active Participant in Physical
Education
Non-examination assessment   40%
This component is internally assessed and
externally moderated.
Pupils will be assessed in three different
activities in the role of performer in at least
one individual and one team sport. Pupils
will be further assessed through a written
analysis and evaluation of their personal
performance in one of their chosen
activities.

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
GCSE Physical Education provides pupils
with a thorough understanding of
healthy lifestyles, enabling
them to make informed
choices about their own
physical development.
Pupils can be assessed in a
wide variety of sports.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
An aptitude in the practical components of
sport is essential. 

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
Pupils are encouraged to take part in a
number of team sports and to compete
regularly against other teams and schools. 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS
The Sports Department is fortunate to
have the use of a well-equipped modern
Sports Hall, adjacent to an outdoor

floodlit astroturf multi-sports area. Pupils
also have use of an on-site gymnasium, a
nine hole golf course and over 30 acres of
playing fields.

Examination Board Eduqas “ Top class facilities,
dedicated and

passionate teachers and
a much wider range of
sports to choose from

than would be available
elsewhere. I loved it ”

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

The course contributes to the
spiritual, moral, social, cultural
and intellectual development of

pupils by enabling them to learn about
and from religion. Pupils are encouraged
to be compassionate, to respect religious
commitment and to be tolerant of those
holding different beliefs or indeed no
belief at all. The course addresses some
of the Big Questions such as ‘Is there a
God?’ and ‘What is the purpose of life?’.
Pupils are encouraged to be open-minded
and thoughtful. The course provides the
foundation for entrance into A Level
Religious Studies, developing good

literacy skills and powers of analysis and
evaluation.

ASSESSMENT
Paper 1 Religion and Ethics 50%
Paper 2 Religion, Peace and Conflict   50%
Coursework Textual Studies

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
The aims and objectives of the course are
to enable pupils to develop knowledge and
understanding of religions and non-
religious beliefs through the reading of key
religious texts and scriptures. Pupils learn
to construct well-argued, well-informed,

balanced and structured written
arguments, demonstrating their
understanding of the subject and
engagement with questions of belief, value,
meaning, purpose and truth.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
No prior experience is necessary.

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
The College welcomes visiting speakers
and there are many opportunities for trips,
conferences and seminars.

Examination Board Edexcel

SCIENCE
Examination Board CIE

BIOLOGY CHEMISTRY PHYSICS
Cell Biology Atoms, Elements and Forces

Compounds

Biological Molecules Stoichiometry Thermal Physics

Plant and Human Electricity and Chemistry Waves
Nutrition

Transport in Plants and Chemical Energetics Electricity and
Animals Magnetism

Gas Exchange and Acids, Bases and Salts Atomic Physics
Respiration

Co-ordination and Periodic Table
Response
Drugs Metals

Reproduction Air, Water, Sulphur and
Carbonates

Inheritance Organic Chemistry

Science is a core subject and is compulsory. In these
exciting and intriguing subjects pupils gain a solid
understanding of the theoretical and practical aspects

of Science and are involved in logic, method and problem-
solving, exploration and discovery. Science affects our
everyday lives and pupils will be challenged to evaluate
scientific ideas and complex issues using practical work,
investigation and analysis.

ASSESSMENT
All pupils will study for the Cambridge International GCSE in
each subject – Biology, Chemistry and Physics. The Cambridge
IGCSE is the world’s most popular international qualification
for 14 to 16 year olds. It is recognised by leading universities
and employers worldwide and is an international passport to
progression and success. 

All pupils will sit three papers: 
Paper 1 Multiple choice 45m
Paper 2 Theory 1h 45m
Paper 3 Alternative to practical 1h
Set 1 and Set 2 will be taught the supplementary material and
will sit the Extended version of the papers. Set 3 will sit the
Core version (equivalent to Higher and Foundation).

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
The content of the courses is the same for all pupils, it is only
the level of depth that varies between Core and Extended. All
courses require knowledge of practical work. Pupils will be 
awarded three GCSEs.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
Pupils will have studied many topics at Key Stage 3. 

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
Pupils participate in a number of competitions including 
the Chemistry Olympiad and Biology Challenge. 

GC
SE

GC
SE
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SPANISH

Spanish is the second most spoken
language in the world and a
language growing in popularity in

UK schools. Studying Spanish at GCSE
helps pupils develop language skills in a
variety of contexts and broadens
understanding of the culture of countries
and communities where Spanish is
spoken. It encourages enjoyment of
language learning and the recognition
that language skills enable pupils to take
their place in a multi-lingual global
society.

ASSESSMENT
GCSE Spanish has a Foundation Tier
(Grades 1 – 5/Grades G – C) and a Higher
Tier (Grades 4 – 9/Grades C – A*). Pupils
must take all four question papers
Paper 1 Listening 25%
Paper 2 Speaking 25%
Paper 3 Reading 25%
Paper 4 Writing 25%

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
Assessments are based on three themes:
Theme 1 Identity and culture
Theme 2 Local, national, international and
global areas of interest
Theme 3 Current and future study and
employment

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
Spanish must be studied at Key Stage 3 in
order to access the course.

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
Trips to Spain, cinema and theatre trips,
visiting student from Patagonia.

Examination Board AQA

CYMRAEG IAITH GYNTAF

Nod y cwrs yw sicrhau bod y disgyblion yn cael y
cyfle i gyfathrebu’n hyderus, yn gywir ac yn rhugl ar
lafar ac yn ysgrifenedig wrth astudio TGAU

Cymraeg Iaith Gyntaf. Disgwylir iddynt gyfrannu i
drafodaethau ac ymateb i ystod lawn o ddeunyddiau darllen
– yn farddoniaeth, rhyddiaith a drama. Bydd cyfle i
ysgrifennu mewn ystod eang o ffurfiau gan roi sylw i bwrpas,
cynulleidfa a chywirdeb.

Astudir nofel a detholiad o gerddi yn y cwrs ar themâu
amrywiol, gan ymdrin â hwy yn feirniadol ac fel sbardun ar
gyfer gwaith creadigol. Astudir agweddau o lunyddiaeth –
drama a ffilm – ar gyfer yr arholiad llafar.

ASSESSMENT
Unit 1 Oracy 30%
Unit 2 Reading and Writing 35% 
Unit 3 Reading and Writing   35%

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
The course develops an understanding of the conventions of
the spoken and written language in both formal and informal
situations, through a variety of individual and group tasks and
activities.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
Pupils must have studied Welsh First Language at Key Stage 3.

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
Eisteddfodau, Urdd camps and competitions, Sgwad
Sgwennu, cinema and theatre trips, visiting speakers,
Patagonian links, Welsh Society.

Bwrdd Arholi CBAC
WELSH SECOND LANGUAGE 

Having two or more languages raises self-esteem and
confidence and helps people feel that they are a part of
the society in which they live. There is an increasing

emphasis in the Welsh Government on developing bilingualism
and there is a growing demand for fluency in both Welsh and
English in the job market. A GCSE in Welsh is particularly
relevant to those interested in careers such as teaching, media,
administration, tourism, theatre and music. 

ASSESSMENT
Unit 1 Speaking examination 
Oral response to visual material   25%
Unit 2 Speaking examination 
Communicating with others 25%
Unit 3 Reading & writing examination   1h 30m 25%
Unit 4 Reading & writing examination   1h 30m   25%

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
The context for learning the language is organised under three
broad themes:
l Employment
l Wales and the world
l Youth

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
Welsh Second Language must have been studied at Key Stage 3.

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
Eisteddfodau, Urdd camps and competitions, Sgwad Sgwennu,
cinema and theatre trips, visiting speakers, Patagonian links,
Welsh Society.

Examination Board WJEC

“ Having a student from
Patagonia staying at

College made learning the
language so much more

fun. It was great to improve
my spoken Spanish 

and to learn about their 
culture and way of life ”
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GCSEs are being changed in three phases:

PHASE 1 subjects include English Language, English Literature
and Mathematics. New specifications were available for first
teaching in September 2015.

PHASE 2 subjects include Art & Design, Citizenship Studies,
Computer Science, Dance, Drama, Food Preparation &
Nutrition, Geography, History, Music, Modern Foreign
Languages (French, German, Spanish), Physical Education,
Religious Studies and the Sciences – Biology, Chemistry,
Physics, Double Science. New specifications were available for
first teaching in September 2016.

PHASE 3* subjects include Business Studies, Design &
Technology, Economics, Engineering, Media Studies, Modern
Foreign Languages (Bengali, Chinese, Italian, Modern Hebrew,
Polish, Panjabi, Urdu), Psychology, Sociology, Statistics. New
specifications were available for first teaching in September
2017.

Please note that the only re-sit opportunities for outgoing
specifications will be in English and Mathematics.

* Subject to confirmation by Ofqual

This timeline is correct as of April 2016

Copyright © 2016 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved

￼Current GCSEs available

JUN 2015

Last opportunity for first assessment of current Phase 1 GCSEs only

JUN 2016

Re-sit opportunity for current Phase 1 subjects

NOV 2016

PHASE 1 Start teaching new Phase 1 GCSE specifications

SEPT 2015

PHASE 2 Start teaching new Phase 2 GCSE specifications

SEPT 2016

PHASE 3 Start teaching new Phase 3 GCSE specifications

SEPT 2017

PHASE 2 Only re-sit opportunity for Sciences

JAN 2018

PHASE 3 First assessment of new Phase 3 GCSEs

JUN 2019

PHASE 1 Re–sit opportunity for the new Phase 1 subjects of 
English Language and Mathematics only

NOV 2017

PHASE 1 Re–sit opportunity for the new Phase 1 subjects of 
English Language and Mathematics only

NOV 2018

PHASE 1 First assessment of new Phase 1 GCSEs

Last opportunity for first assessment of current Phase 2 GCSEs only

PHASE 1 Final re-sit opportunity for Phase 1 outgoing subjects, English
Language, English and Mathematics (linear) only

JUN 2017

PHASE 2 First assessment of new Phase 2 GCSEs

Last opportunity for first assessment of current Phase 3 GCSEs only

JUN 2018

GC
SE



INCLUSION

L landovery College has an all-encompassing ethos of
inclusion. The Inclusion Department promotes whole
school responsibility for the effective support of all

learners within the College community. Through regular
training and open access we aim to enable our staff to provide
appropriate challenges and opportunities for success and to
help pupils to recognise and plan for progress.

Our inclusive ethos means all pupils, whether they have a specific
learning need or require more general support, will have the
opportunity to engage with the Inclusion Department in a way
that suits their individual needs. We believe in bespoke
intervention and work closely with teachers, pupils and their
families to provide an effective and fluid programme.

Members of the Inclusion Department have specialist training in
working with pupils who have specific and additional learning

needs. We actively encourage the development of all pupils by
providing a range of diverse teaching resources. The inclusion
team offers initiatives including enrichment programmes,
supported study lessons and specialist rooms equipped with tools
and assistive technology, thus providing adaptive and personalised
environments for all.  

We provide specialist 1:1 sessions, small group intervention and
in-class support in specific subject lessons. Additionally, we
support pupils in building a repertoire of examination and revision
techniques which are specific to their individual learning style.

We work in partnership with internal and external professionals to
provide excellence through holistic education. We actively inform
and encourage all members of our school community to belong
and participate fully in removing barriers to learning and through
this support to achieve their full potential.

NEW GCSE 
GRADING STRUCTURE

CURRENT GCSE 
GRADING STRUCTURE

NEW GCSE GRADING STRUCTURE

R eformed GCSEs have gradually been introduced over
the three years from September 2015. They will be
graded from 9 to 1 instead of A* to G.

Pupils awarded GCSEs in 2017 and 2018 will therefore receive
a mixture of 9 to 1 and A* to G grades. Pupils will not lose out
as a result of the changes. Ofqual states it will use a statistical
method (known as comparable outcomes) so that:
l  broadly the same proportion of pupils will achieve a Grade 4

and above as currently achieve a Grade C and above;
l  broadly the same proportion of pupils will achieve a Grade 7

and above as currently achieve a Grade A and above;
l  the bottom of Grade 1 will be aligned with the bottom of

Grade G;
l  a Grade 5 will be awarded to the top third of pupils gaining

the equivalent of a Grade C or bottom third of a Grade B.
The Department of Education has decided that Grade 5 will
be a ‘good pass’.

In addition, the top 20 per cent of those who get a Grade 7 or
above in each exam will be awarded a Grade 9.

A*

A

B
C

D
E
F
G
U

9
8
7
6
5
4

3
2
1

U

GOOD PASS (Dept. of Ed)
5 and above = top of C and above

AWARDING
4 and above = bottom of C and above

Ofqual/15/5717 - June 2015

EPQs/MOOCs

The College aims to develop pupils’ ability to study independently and
establish a ‘Growth Mindset’. To facilitate this pupils are encouraged to
undertake EPQs or MOOCs.

EPQs
The EPQ (Extended Project Qualification) is a self- motivated project that
carries the same UCAS points as an AS Level and is increasingly popular
with pupils. An EPQ can take on many forms; writing a research-based
report, putting on an event such as a fashion show or charity fundraiser, or
making something – such as a piece of art or a game. EPQs require self-
discipline and independent research on a topic of a pupil’s choice and is
an excellent option for an individual to stand out in the university
application process.

MOOCs
‘Massive Open Online Courses’ allow the participation of hundreds, if not
thousands, of people simultaneously. They are free and essentially they
offer unlimited enrolment to anyone interested. MOOCs feature three
aspects: open content, open instruction and open assessment. The list of
MOOCs available is extensive and titles include Molecular Biology,
Hadrian’s Wall and even Learning How to Learn. There is something for
everyone.

INSPIRING FUTURES 

The College’s Inspiring Futures Programme
is designed to provide assistance with
‘futures planning’, helping our pupils

make well-informed and confident decisions
regarding their futures beyond school.

The programme combines traditional advice on
university applications and careers, enriching this
guidance with work experience opportunities and
professionally led workshops and seminars. Pupils
also develop, from an early stage in the College, a
‘My Future’ Portfolio, documenting their
achievements en route to realising their goals.

The Programme has a specific focus on STEM
(science, technology, engineering and mathematics)
initiatives which will open up this world of
opportunity, one that has for years and for no good
reason been closed to many, especially girls. To this
end, the College is developing industry link-ups
with Jaguar and Rolls-Royce as well as with The
Institute of Physics.

Assisting pupils in making the best academic
option choices is central to the Inspiring Futures
process. The annual Options Speed Networking
Event is key in helping pupils through the
challenge, as is this booklet, and the Team is always
available to offer advice and support to pupils and
their families.

“ The College has opened up a
world of opportunity for me ”
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SIXTH FORM AT LLANDOVERY COLLEGE

L landovery College Sixth Form provides an enriching
experience in preparation for life beyond school. A
structured and supportive learning environment

nurtures independent learning, academic passions are
embedded and expertise is allowed to blossom through a
wide range of project-based work beyond the curriculum.

At the College, Sixth Form pupils explore leadership through
the Houses, the Combined Cadet Force, the Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award programme, sports teams, societies and
clubs. They are expected to take the initiative and the
extraordinary opportunities available help them develop as
confident young people able to tackle life’s challenges with
determination and cheerfulness. 

A key feature of the College’s Sixth Form is the particularly
close relationship between staff and pupils, based on mutual
respect and the recognition that Sixth Formers are indeed
young men and women with distinct thoughts and
aspirations. They have their own Sixth Form Centre and
enjoy increased freedoms and responsibilities. 

Sixth Form pupils are guided through the maze of ‘life
choices’ by an Inspiring Futures Programme that seeks to
broaden possibility and fit options to the individual as well as
develop a portfolio of skills that will best equip them for life.

Llandovery College Sixth Form provides an invaluable
education and serves as a natural progression between school
and university life.

At Llandovery, Sixth Form pupils will:
l Be challenged
l Be inspired
l Nurture passions
l Hone communication skills
l Learn to manage their time effectively
l Develop independence in thought and learning
l Develop a compassionate ethos of service and leadership
l Explore the relationship between freedom and

responsibility

ART & DESIGN
Examination Board Eduqas

The increase in the importance of
new technologies and digital
media in everyday lives is opening

creative opportunities for art-based
careers. Studying Art & Design at A Level
allows pupils to progress into a variety of
careers including architecture, animation,
illustration, product design, visual media,
graphics, fashion, jewellery, textiles and
photography. Studying Art & Design will
provide transferrable skills for the future,
as well as teaching creative skill, it allows
the development of reflection,
independence and problem-solving. 

ASSESSMENT
Portfolio   60% 
Externally set assignment 40%
All externally moderated

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
Component 1 
Personal Investigation consisting of two
integrated parts:
Part 1 A major in-depth critical, practical
and theoretical investigative project. 
Part 2 An extended written piece of 1,000
words minimum which must clearly relate
to the practical work.

Component 2
Part 1 Preparatory study period. Externally
set questions that consist of themes, visual
stimuli and written briefs to which pupils
create a personal response. The work
created in this period will inform the ideas
for Part 2.
Part 2 15 hour period of sustained focus
work. The resolution or final outcome of
the pupil’s ideas from the preparatory
work is completed under supervised
conditions.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Pupils will require a sketchbook which can
be purchased through the College. 

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
A minimum of Grade 6/Grade B in GCSE
Art is preferable.

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
The course involves trips to galleries and
places of interest to create sketchbook
studies.

“ I have always been creative and studying Art at Llandovery
College has given me the confidence to believe in my talent ”A

Le
ve
l
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This subject is about risk taking! Business Studies
facilitates a range of relevant business and generic
skills, including decision-making, problem-solving, the

quantification and management of information and
challenging assumption. Whilst presenting a holistic
understanding of business the course seeks to generate and
explore enterprising solutions to real business problems and
issues. The course can lead to a variety of Business and
Management degree subjects and more specialist degree
courses including Marketing, Accountancy, Operations
Management or Business Ethics. The subject also combines
well with Languages, Humanities and Science subjects. The
course is certainly not just for those with an interest in
starting their own business or being employed by a
multinational, it is so much more than that.

ASSESSMENT
Four written examinations:
AS Unit 1   Business Opportunities 1h 15m 15% 
AS Unit 2   Business Functions 2h 25% 
A2 Unit 3   Business Analysis and Strategy   2h 15m 30% 
A2 Unit 4   Business in a Changing World 2h 15m   30% 

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
The course introduces pupils to the dynamic business
environment and the importance of entrepreneurial activity.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
A minimum of Grade 5/Grade C in GCSE English is
preferable.

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
Student Investor Challenge, visits, guest speakers and the
College’s Enterprise Initiative. 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS
The course is taught with a view to creating the entrepreneurs
of the future.

BUSINESS STUDIES
Examination Board WJEC

BIOLOGY

Studying Biology is so much more than just a route into
Medicine or Dentistry. It allows pupils to make informed
choices about the food they eat and the lifestyle they

choose. A diverse range of topics from Evolution to cutting edge
techniques in Genetic Engineering, with a heavy bias towards
practical investigation and field study challenges pupils and

extends scientific interest, opening eyes to the breathtaking
biodiversity and beauty of life. Complementary to many other
subjects such as Chemistry, Geography and Physical Education,
the study of Biology develops academic rigour relevant to almost
any future career path. 

ASSESSMENT
All components of this course will be externally assessed.

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE
1 Cell Structure 2 Biological Molecules 3 Enzymes

4 Cell Membranes and Transport 5 The Mitotic Cell Cycle 6 Nucleic Acids and Protein Synthesis

7 Transport in Plants 8 Transport in Mammals 9 Gas Exchange and Smoking

10 Infectious Disease 11 Immunity

In addition to the topics above, pupils continuing the study of Biology to full A Level will also study the following topics:

12 Energy and Respiration 13 Photosynthesis 14 Homeostasis

15 Control and Co-ordination 16 Inherited Change 17 Selection and Evolution

18 Biodiversity, Classification and 19 Genetic Technology
Conservation

Examination Board CIE

AS BIOLOGY DURATION COURSE WEIGHTING AS COURSE WEIGHTING A2
Paper 1 Multiple Choice Paper 1h 31% 15.5%

Paper 2 Structured Questions 1h 15m 46% 23%

Paper 3 Advanced Practical Skills 2h 23% 11.5%

A LEVEL BIOLOGY
Paper 4 Structured Questions 2h 38.5%

Paper 5 Planning, Analysis and Evaluation 1h 15m 11.5%

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
Before beginning the course pupils should attain the equivalent of
Grade 6/Grade B or above in IGCSE Biology, GCSE Biology or
Core Science and Additional Science. 

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
Field work and university/museum based research work.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS
The course provides the foundation for entrance into a wide
variety of Higher Education courses for example; Medicine,
Pharmacology, Dentistry, Biology, Forensic Science, Sports Science
and Environmental Sciences.

Llandovery College A Level Information  | 17
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DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
Whilst this is a traditional Chemistry
course it also provides an insight into more
modern aspects of Chemistry such as
Nuclear Magnetic Resonance and Smart
Materials. Theoretical work is well
interspersed with a wide variety of practical
lessons covering all aspects of practical
Chemistry. 

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
Before beginning the course pupils should
attain the equivalent of Grade 6/Grade B

or above in GCSE Chemistry, or Core
Science and Additional Science. A
minimum requirement of a Grade 6/Grade
B in Mathematics is also recommended. 

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
University visits, STEM Society and
Chemistry Olympiad.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS
The course provides the foundation for
entrance into a wide variety of Higher
Education courses for example; Medicine,

Veterinary Science, Pharmacy,
Pharmacology, Dentistry, Biochemistry,
Biology, Forensic Science and several
Engineering courses. 

CHEMISTRY
Examination Board WJEC

Chemists have greatly improved the quality of life for the
majority of people. During the course you find out how
chemists are innovators designing solutions to the

problems that affect modern life. By studying A Level Chemistry
pupils gain an in-depth knowledge of a fascinating subject,

preparing them for further education and enhancing job
prospects. Pupils with a wide range of interests enjoy the course
and whether they want to work in Medicine or Industry,
Chemistry is a solid platform upon which careers are built.

ASSESSMENT
The course is divided into a total of 5 units: 2 AS units and 3 A2 units.

UNIT TITLE OF UNIT DURATION A2 WEIGHTING QUESTION STYLES
AS Unit 1 The Language of Chemistry, Structure 1h 30m 20% A range of short answer structured and extended

of Matter and Simple Reactions response questions

AS Unit 2 Energy, Rate and Chemistry 1h 30m 20% A range of short answer structured and extended 
of Carbon Compounds response questions

A2 Unit 3 Physical and Inorganic 1h 45m 25% A range of short answer structured and extended 
Chemistry response questions

A2 Unit 4 Organic Chemistry and Analysis 1h 45m 25% A range of short answer structured and extended 
response questions

A2 Unit 5 Practical 10% This unit comprises of two tasks 
1 Experimental Task   5%
2 Practical Methods and Analysis Task 5%

“ The modern lab and great
teaching made this one of my
favourite subjects. I enjoyed the
combination of theory, practical
work and everyday application 

of Chemistry ”
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COMPUTER SCIENCE  
Examination Board OCR      

Computer Science is a practical subject in which pupils
can apply academic principles to real-world systems. It
is an intensely creative subject that combines invention

and excitement, enabling pupils to look at the natural world
through a digital prism. The aims of this qualification are to
enable pupils to develop an understanding and ability to apply
the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science,
to analyse problems in computational terms through practical
experience. The capacity to think creatively, innovatively,
analytically, logically and critically is vital as is the ability to
identify relationships between different aspects of computer
science and to develop mathematical skills.

ASSESSMENT 
Examination (01) Computer Systems   40%
Examination (02) Computational Thinking, 

Algorithms and Programming 40%
Non-Examination Assessment (03/04)

Programming Project   20%

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
The content is divided into three components: Computer Systems
(01) contains the majority of the specification and is assessed in a
written paper recalling knowledge and understanding; the
Algorithms and Programming component (02) relates principally
to problem-solving skills needed to apply the knowledge and
understanding encountered in component 01. The Programming
Project (03 or 04) is a practical portfolio based assessment with a
task that is chosen by the pupil and is produced in an appropriate
programming language. Mathematical skills are embedded
throughout the content of the three components and are assessed
in the written papers and through non-examined assessment
where appropriate.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
No previous experience is needed to study this course.

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
There is a large scope for external activities.

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY Product Design

Modern consumers make
increasingly challenging demands
on the world’s resources and as a

result now have a vital role to play in the
design and fabrication of appropriate
solutions to new and increasingly
technological problems. Only the most
innovative will be able to create products
for the 21st century that are ‘fit for
purpose’ and support a sustainable, safe
and healthy lifestyle for us all. A Level
Design & Technology demands pupils
become independent and creative
individual designers capable of adapting,
inventing and modernising ideas for the
current and next generations. Career
opportunities arising from studying the
subject are spectacularly numerous across
a wide range of manufacturing and service
industries. 

ASSESSMENT
Two Examination Papers
Year One 20%      Year Two   30%
This paper consists of a variety of different
question styles with the final questions
requiring an essay response. The
examination will assess candidates’
knowledge and understanding drawn from
the subject content and will specifically
address the subject specification. 
Topics covered will include; Designing and
Innovation, Product Analysis, Human
Responsibility, Public Interaction, Materials
and Components, Industrial and

Commercial Practices and Processes,
Production Systems and Control.
Design and Make Task 20% 
Pupils will submit one design and make task
which will satisfy the AS assessment criteria.
The project requires candidates to
demonstrate the integration of designing and
making skills and knowledge and
understanding. 
Major Project   30% 
Pupils will undertake a single substantial
project. The project requires candidates to
demonstrate the integration of designing and
making skills, knowledge and understanding.
The project will be chosen from a list
predetermined by the teaching staff.

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
Pupils will be required to undertake a
portfolio of work as evidence for the
coursework element. Pupils will also have to
produce an individual item of their choice
from the given theme/topic. An end of year
examination will be undertaken in both Year
12 and Year 13. The lessons will be split to
allow a blend of theory and practical work to
be undertaken.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Pupils will need to show a flair and passion
for design as well as practical skills. Pupils
will be required to purchase the course
portfolio and sketchbook to complete the
course as well as purchasing materials as
required for the design and make project, the

cost of which will be dependent on the size
of the final outcome. 

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
A Grade 6/Grade B in GCSE Design &
Technology is desirable and pupils would be
at a distinct advantage with prior knowledge.
A Grade 6/Grade B in Mathematics would be
advantageous due to the high levels of
numeracy required in the new style
examination.

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
Opportunities exist to visit national events
such as the Innovation Awards and
appropriate manufacturers.

GENERAL COMMENTS
This course allows pupils access to subject
knowledge through the variety of teaching
methods employed as well as the single tier
entry allowing all pupils the opportunity to
gain a good qualification. Access to the
workshop facilities and the advanced laser
cutter will further enhance future
development of the subject. Pupils will be
required to purchase the materials used in
projects due to the size of the projects. It is
possible to undertake both the AS and A
Level qualifications. The AS can be sat as a
stand alone one year course and, in certain
circumstances, can be sat over a period of
two years. It is not possible to sit the full A
Level qualification in a single year.

Examination Board WJEC 
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DRAMA & THEATRE (with Trinity Guildhall Acting Grades 6–8)

A Level involves the exploration of
different plays, each from the
perspective of performer, designer,

director and audience member, developing
a broad range of analytical skills. Due to its
explorative approach to learning, as well as
acquiring an impressive understanding of
literature, the A Level course strengthens
confidence, empathy and understanding of
the world in which we live. Drama is

enormously grounding for potential
courses and careers in acting, directing,
film and media, design, journalism and
stage management, as well as being
enrichment in itself and suitable therefore
for a surprisingly broad range of academic
aspiration. A Level Drama is offered with
an additional Drama qualification in Grade
6,7 or 8 Acting awarded by Trinity College
and Guildhall. These are practical Drama

examinations accredited by Ofqual through
which pupils can attain up to 65 UCAS
points. The examination, to be taken at the
end of Year 12, involves the performance of
at least two contrasting monologues or
duologues, a discussion of the texts,
demonstrating knowledge and an
improvisation based on the texts.

ASSESSMENT
Internal assessment 40% 
External assessment   60%

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
Component 1 Devising an original piece
based on one key dramatic extract.
Component 2 Performance using a specific
text.
Component 3 Theatre Makers in Practice –
written examination involving live theatre
evaluation and practical exploration of a
play text and practitioner.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
GCSE Drama is preferred but not essential.

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
The course will involve the participation in
trips to the theatre and rehearsal time
beyond lessons, leading up to the
performance examinations.

Examination Board Edexcel

ECONOMICS

The course engenders an appreciation of the value of Economics within the wider
context. It provides pupils with the opportunity to think as economists,
developing an enquiring, critical and thoughtful approach to problem-solving.

The course provides a suitable foundation for many Higher Education courses. In
addition, Economics presents a coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study for
pupils who do not progress to further study in this subject.

ASSESSMENT
UNIT TITLE OF UNIT DURATION WEIGHTING
AS Unit 1 Introduction to Economic Principles  1h 15m 15%

AS Unit 2 Economics in Action 1h 30m 25%

A2 Unit 3 Exploring Economic Behaviour 2h 30% 

A2 Unit 4 Evaluating Economic Models  2h 30m 30%
and Policies

Examination Board WJEC

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
The course seeks to give pupils the
opportunity to understand economic
principles which govern society, making

them more aware of personal choices
made as consumers and those made by
government on society’s behalf.
The course looks at both Macro ‘big

picture’ Economics and Micro ‘theory of
the firm’ Economics.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
A Grade 6/Grade B in GCSE English and
Maths and an interest in politics, law and
active citizenship is desirable.

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
Target 2.0 Bank of England Interest Rate
Challenge, Student Investor Challenge,
visits and guest speakers.
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Examination Board AQA

English A Level is exciting and interesting. Studying
English Literature helps to sharpen analytical skills and
the handling of complex ideas. Searching for patterns and

interpreting texts within a wide context is a challenging and
fulfilling process. Planning and research skills are developed
and pupils gain a wider understanding of history, culture,
philosophy and human behaviour.

English is excellent for any job that involves communication
including Advertising, Marketing, Writing and Journalism, Law,
Business, Teaching, Academia, Government, Linguistics, Foreign
Languages, Media and Design. The Sciences, Engineering,
Technology and Mathematics also need more English than one
might think!

ASSESSMENT
Two written examinations and one piece of coursework of 1,500
words.

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
The written papers focus on Shakespeare’s King Lear, A Streetcar
Named Desire by Tennessee Williams, F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The
Great Gatsby, poetry by Keats and writing of political and social
protest.  

The coursework involves the study of two literary texts through a
variety of critical approaches.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
GCSE Grade 6/Grade B in both Language and Literature. 

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
Theatre and cinema trips.
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FRENCH

French is a language of the job market, culture and travel
and provides a good base for learning other languages.
The A Level course enables pupils to develop their

linguistic skills alongside their understanding of the culture and
society of countries where French is spoken. Pupils study a wide
range of topics from technological and social change to French
speaking artistic culture and also explore aspects of French
literature and cinema, fostering a range of transferrable skills
including communication, critical thinking, research skills and
creativity.

ASSESSMENT
Paper 1 Listening, Reading and Writing 50%
Paper 2 Writing 20%
Paper 3 Speaking 30%

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
The course follows four main themes:
1  Social issues and trends 2  Political and artistic culture
3 Grammar 4 Works: literary texts and films

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
A minimum Grade 6/Grade B at GCSE French is preferable.

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
Trips/visits to France, French Film Society, community service
assisting Preparatory School pupils with French, links with
Llandovery’s twin town of Pluguffan, Brittany.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS
More than 220 million people speak French on the five
continents. French is also the only language, alongside English,
that is taught in every country in the world. The French language
opens up numerous opportunities professionally as well as
culturally.

GEOGRAPHY 

There has never been a more
important time to study A Level
Geography. Contemporary issues

such as changing human environments,
tectonic hazards and their management,
migration, environmental degradation,
sustainable futures, emerging new
economic powers, river systems and
changing coastlines are pressing and
important. Whatever your passion for the
world, fascination with landscapes or
concerns about inequality, Geography
provides an opportunity to discover,
discuss and analyse a rapidly changing
world.

ASSESSMENT
Component 1
Changing Landscapes and Changing
Places
Written examination 2h 15m   30%
Component 2
Global Systems and Global Governance 
Written examination 2h 15m   30%
Component 3
Contemporary Themes in Geography 
Written examination 2h   20%
Component 4
Independent Investigation 
Non-examination assessment 
3,000 – 4,000 words 20%

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
The course encourages pupils to apply
geographical knowledge and skills to the
world around them. It will enable pupils to
develop a critical understanding of
contemporary geographical concepts and
of the world’s people, places and
environments in the 21st century. 

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
A minimum of Grade 6/Grade B in GCSE
Geography is preferable. 

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
Many opportunities for fieldwork,
geography conferences and university
links. 

Examination Board WJEC

Examination Board AQA

“We’ve had great fun on our trips to France. 
I am really pleased to be able to speak 

French with confidence!”

HISTORY

Change, war, religion, feudalism
and law, this course will
transport pupils into the world

of the medieval mind. In-depth studies
will include discussion and analysis of
the clashes between Christendom and
Islam, the Angevin Empire and the
struggle between the Red and White
Roses. A Level History is a fascinating
course and gives pupils the knowledge
and core competencies that will aid
success at Higher Education and
beyond. Pupils’ skills in evaluation,
analysis and communication are
foundation blocks for an array of
careers such as Journalism, Law,
Public Services, Politics and Teaching.

ASSESSMENT
Three written examinations 80%
Coursework 20%

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
Paper 1
The Crusades (1095 – 1204)
Paper 2
England and Angevin Empire 
(1154 – 1189)
Paper 3
Rebellion and disorder under the Tudors
1485 – 1603
Paper 4
Coursework

The course is designed to expose pupils
to different periods of History from
those most likely to have been studied
at GCSE. Skills of analysis and
interpretation are developed and there is
a strong focus on essay writing and the
ability to sustain a coherent argument.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
A minimum of Grade 6/Grade B in
GCSE History is preferable.

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
Workshops, seminars and field trips.

Examination Board AQA A 
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PHOTOGRAPHY 
ASSESSMENT
Portfolio   60% 
Externally set assignment 40%
All externally moderated

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
Component 1
Personal Investigation consisting of two
integrated parts:
Part 1 A major in-depth critical, practical
and theoretical investigative project.
Part 2 An extended written piece of 1,000
words minimum which must clearly relate
to the practical work.
Component 2
Part 1 Preparatory study period. Externally
set questions that consist of themes, visual
stimuli and written briefs to which
candidates create a personal response. The
work created in this period will inform the
ideas for Part 2.
Part 2 15 hour period of sustained focus
work. The resolution or final outcome of
the pupil’s ideas from the preparatory work
is completed under supervised conditions.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Pupils will require a DSLR or Bridge camera
to bring to lessons, they will also require a
sketchbook which can be purchased
through the College.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
GCSE Art is preferred but not essential.

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
The course involves trips to galleries and
places of interest to create sketchbook
studies.

Examination Board Eduqas

Photography deepens understanding
of the visual world and introduces
the diverse roles and functions of

the medium in contemporary life,
developing skills necessary for careers
within creative industries. Pupils gain
extensive knowledge of the work of a
range of practitioners. The course can
lead seamlessly to further study in Film,
Video Production, Graphic Design, Fine
Art, Media or Advertising, providing
many transferable skills.

MUSIC
Examination Board Edexcel

This course allows pupils to study
music as a practical, intellectual,
creative subject and the rich

choice of options available provides an
impressive scope of interest. Many pupils
who study music plan to move on to
specialised music colleges, however, the
A Level is acceptable for almost all
Humanities based courses such as
English, Law, History and Modern
Languages. In a combination with
Mathematics and Physics it provides
entry into Engineering, Studio Music,
Recording or Acoustics. 

ASSESSMENT
Performance   30% 
Composition   30% 
Music Appraisal 40% 

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
Component 1 
Pupils must perform a minimum of one
piece, not less than eight minutes,
performed solo, as part of an ensemble,
improvisation or realisation using music
technology, live and uninterrupted.

Component 2
Pupils must submit two compositions, one
free choice and one following a prescribed
brief, of a combined duration of at least six
minutes.
Component 3
For this written examination pupils
develop appraisal through the study of
music in a variety of styles and genres.
Pupils reflect on, analyse and evaluate
music and use knowledge and under-
standing of musical elements, context and
language to make critical judgements.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
An enthusiasm for music in general and an
ability to perform at Grade 5/Grade C
standard by the beginning of the course,
progressing to Grade 7/Grade A by the end
of the course. 

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
Concerts and performing arts events.

“ I have made lots of
close friends here and this
course has opened so

many career opportunities
that I did not know were
out there. It has been such
an interesting journey”
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MATHEMATICS
Examination Board Edexcel

Working towards solutions is
fundamentally exciting and
satisfying. Mathematics is about

pattern and structure and using logical
analysis, deduction and calculation within
patterns and structures that underpin all things
from nature and science to technology and
beyond. Mathematics therefore has a pervasive
and important influence on our everyday lives.
A Level Mathematics is highly regarded as a
qualification for entry onto most courses in
Higher Education. It can open doors into the
world of Engineering, Science and Computing
and Further Mathematics can provide a distinct
advantage for those wishing to study at
Oxbridge and other prestigious universities.

ASSESSMENT
The reformed A Level Mathematics is being
taught from September 2017 and has a linear
specification so all examinations are taken at the
end of the two year course. There will be three 2-
hour written examination papers, each worth
33.33% of the qualification. These comprise of:
Paper 1   Pure Mathematics 1
Paper 2   Pure Mathematics 2
Paper 3   Statistics and Mechanics

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
A Level Mathematics is challenging and for those
with the necessary flair and ability it is a
fascinating, elegant and rewarding subject. A
Level extends the ideas and concepts studied at
GCSE and introduces new topics such as
calculus and mechanics which develop thinking
and application skills.

Further Mathematics at A Level is particularly
demanding.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
Pupils need to have a background of success in
the subject and a minimum of Grade 7/Grade A
at GCSE.  

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS
Mathematics A Level is highly regarded. It can be
a preferred A Level for non-STEM courses at
university. Further Mathematics is similarly
regarded and provides differentiation in
university applications. 

FURTHER MATHEMATICS 
Examination Board Edexcel

T he reformed A Level in Further
Mathematics is also being taught from
September 2017 and has a linear

specification so all examinations are taken at
the end of the two year course. There will be
four written examination papers, each taking 1
hour 30 minutes and worth 25% of the
qualification.  

ASSESSMENT
Papers 1 and 2 are compulsory and the options
listed below are available for papers 3 and 4:
Paper 1   Core Pure Mathematics 1 
Paper 2   Core Pure Mathematics 2 
Paper 3   Further Mathematics Option 1 
Pupils take one of the following four options:
Further Pure Mathematics 1, Further Statistics 1,
Further Mechanics 1, Decision Mathematics 1
Paper 4 Further Mathematics Option 2 

Pupils take one of the following seven options:
Further Pure Mathematics 2, Further Statistics 1,
Further Mechanics 1, Decision Mathematics 1,
Further Statistics 2, Further Mechanics 2,
Decision Mathematics 2

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
Further Mathematics is a more challenging
qualification and should only be considered by
pupils who enjoy the challenge of Mathematics
and are effective independent learners. It boosts
applicants’ profiles, especially for those pupils
wishing to study Mathematics or Engineering at
University.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
Pupils need to be strong mathematicians with a
minimum of Grade 8/Grade A* at GCSE. 



PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

ASSESSMENT
AS LEVEL

COMPONENT CONTENT ASSESSMENT OVERVIEW WEIGHTING
1 l Applied Anatomy and Physiology Physiological factors affecting Performance 35% of total 
Physiology l Exercise Physiology Written paper   1h 15m AS level

l Biomechanics, including Technology in Sport
2 l Skill Acquisition Psychological and Sociocultural Themes 35% of total 
Psychology l Sports Psychology Written paper   1h 15m AS level
and Society l Sport and Society

3 l Performance or Coaching Performance in Physical Education 30% of total 
Performance l Evaluation of Performance for Improvement Non-examination assessment AS level

(EPI)

A LEVEL 

COMPONENT CONTENT ASSESSMENT OVERVIEW WEIGHTING
1 l Applied Anatomy and Physiology Physiological factors affecting Performance 30% of total 
Physiology l Exercise Physiology Written paper   2h A level

l Biomechanics
2 l Skill Acquisition Psychological factors affecting Performance  20% of total 
Psychology l Sports Psychology Written paper   1h    A level

3 l Sport and Society Socio-cultural issues in physical activity 20% of total
Socio–cultural & l Contemporary Issues in Physical Activity and sport A level
Contemporary and Sport Written paper   1h 
Issues
4 l Performance or Coaching Performance in physical education 30% of total
Performance l Evaluation and Analysis of Performance for Non-examination assessment A level

Improvement (EAPI)

Examination Board OCR

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
The course combines theory and practice, enabling pupils to
critically analyse and evaluate physical performance and apply
their experience of practical activity in developing their knowledge
and understanding.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
It is preferable for candidates to have a Grade 5/Grade C or above
in GCSE with at least a Grade 6/Grade B in the written paper. 

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
Pupils must have a practical aptitude. A Grade 5/Grade C in GCSE
Biology is a distinct advantage.

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
Pupils are encouraged to take part in a number of team sports and
to compete regularly against other teams and schools. 

Physical Eucation is the first step on
the ladder to becoming an
accredited Sports Scientist. It is a

challenging course which stretches and

engages pupils in a variety of topics
ranging from Biomechanics through to
the Psychology of Sport. A Level Physical
Education lends itself well to many

careers including Physiotherapy,
Teaching, Sports Management, Coaching,
Nutritionist, Sports Equipment &
Clothing Design and many more. 
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PHYSICS 

ASSESSMENT
AS PHYSICS DURATION WEIGHTING
Paper 1 1h 15m 31% of AS
Multiple Choice paper 15.5% of A2

Paper 2 1h 15m 46% of AS
Structured Questions 23% of A2

Paper 3 2h 23% of AS
Advanced Practical Skills 11.5% of A2

A LEVEL PHYSICS
Paper 4 2h 38.5%
Structured Questions

Paper 5 1h 15m 11.5%
Planning, Analysis and Evaluation 

Examination Board CIE

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
AS LEVEL

Physical Quantities Work, Energy Electric Fields
and Units and Power

Measurement Deformation of Current of 
Techniques Solids Electricity

Kinematics Waves D.C. Circuits

Dynamics Superposition Particle & 
Nuclear Physics

A LEVEL 

Motion in a Circle Temperature Communication

Gravitational Fields Thermal Properties Capacitance
of Materials

Ideal Gases Oscillations Electronics

Magnetic Fields Electromagnetic Alternating 
Induction Currents

Quantum Physics

All candidates study practical skills.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
Ideally pupils will have attained the equivalent of Grade 6/Grade B
or above in GCSE Physics or Core Science and Additional Science
before beginning the course. Grade 7/Grade A in GCSE
Mathematics is essential. 

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
There are opportunities to attend activities and trips.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS
The course provides the foundation for entrance into a wide variety
of Higher Education courses and careers.

“ I always wanted to be an engineer and my teacher gave me all the support and encouragement 
that I needed to go on and achieve my dream ”

Physics is crucial to understanding the world around us,
the world inside us and the world beyond us. Physics
challenges our imaginations with concepts such as

Relativity and String Theory leading to great discoveries that
enrich our lives. Physics brings a broad perspective to any
problem and because physicists learn how to consider any
problem they are not bound by context. This inventive thinking
makes physicists desirable in any field from Medicine,
Astrophysics, Clinical Science, Dentistry, Engineering,
Computer Science, Astronomy to Law and Journalism.

A 
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PSYCHOLOGY  
Examination Board AQA
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ASSESSMENT
AS PSYCHOLOGY DURATION WEIGHTING
Paper 1 1h 30m 50% of AS
Introductory Topics in Psychology (Social Influence, 
Memory, Attachment)

Paper 2 1h 30m 50% of AS
Psychology in Context (Psychopathology, Approaches 
in Psychology, Biopsychology)

A LEVEL PSYCHOLOGY 
Paper 1 2h 33.3% of exam
Introductory Topics in Psychology (Social Influence, 
Memory, Attachment, Psychopathology)

Paper 2 2h 33.3% of exam
Psychology in Context (Approaches in Psychology, 
Biopsychology, Research Methods)

Paper 3 2h 33.3% of exam
Issues and Options in Psychology (Issues and Debates 
in Psychology), Optional content (one from each option) 

Option 1
Relationships, Gender, Cognition and Development
Option 2
Schizophrenia, Eating Behaviour, Stress
Option 3
Aggression, Forensic Psychology, Addiction

RELIGIOUS STUDIES  
Examination Board WJEC

In Religious Studies pupils gain an understanding of
philosophy, knowledge of world religion and examines
contemporary ethical issues. It is a stimulating course that

explores the deeper questions posed by philosophers and
religious traditions. The course prompts lively discussion and
debate and develops a pupil’s knowledge of reasoned and well-
balanced argument.

ASSESSMENT
Unit 1   Christianity   1h 15m 
Unit 2   Religion and Ethics   1h 45m
Unit 3   Christianity   1h 30m 
Unit 4   Religion and Ethics   1h 30m 
Unit 5   Philosophy of Religion   1h 30m 

The total mark available is split equally across the components.

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE
The course encourages pupils to develop interest in a rigorous
study of religion and belief, adopting an enquiring, critical and
reflective approach. It encourages insights into our own society’s
values, opinions and attitudes. 

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
A minimum of Grade 6/Grade B in GCSE English is preferable.

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
Strong links with the University of Wales, visits, pilgrimages and
guest speakers.

SPANISH
Examination Board AQA

The course aims to provide pupils with an in-depth view of
social issues in the countries where Spanish is spoken, as
well as drawing constructive comparisons between

different cultures and societies. Grammar is taught gradually and
extensively in applied contexts in which pupils are stimulated to
respond to both formal and informal contexts and situations.
Literature, together with a critical approach to Cinema, History,
Geography and Ethnology provide these throughout the course.
This higher level of developing a complex and critical thinking
opens access to a wide range of academic careers. 

ASSESSMENT
Paper 1   Listening, Reading and Writing 40%
Paper 2   Writing 30%
Paper 3   Speaking 30%

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE
The course follows 4 main themes:
1 Social Issues 2 Politics and Art 3 Grammar
4 Literature and Film

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
A minimum Grade 6/Grade B at GCSE Spanish.

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
Cinema and theatre trips, visits to Spain, visiting student from
Patagonia.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS
The British Council's Languages for the Future report ranks Spanish as
the most important second language for English speakers to study.
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Psychology is the quest to explain
behaviour through the scientific
study of the human mind.

Psychology is a science with cutting edge
research that has real world applications
to issues in everyday life, ranging from
artificial intelligence to social change,
from understanding how to deal with
mental health issues to what is behind
our motivation, from memory to forensic
issues.

Psychologists observe and measure
behaviour and their therapies are based on
rigorous scientific studies. Psychology has
links with many disciplines including
biological, computer and forensic science,
as well as humanities such as sociology,
history, philosophy, anthropology and even
literature. It involves study of theories, em-
pirical evidence and practical applications. 

Psychology is an extremely flexible and
versatile subject, developing skills that can
easily be transferred across a wide range of
academic subjects and careers, from social
and educational services to the police and
the armed forces, from marketing and
business and much more.

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
Practical studies, research, activities and
talks promoted by Llandovery College
Psychology Society. Links with several local
universities – particularly the Psychology
Department of Aberystwyth University.
Trips to psychology laboratories and
museums.

“ I like how my teacher knows me and has the
time and interest to support me to achieve the

very best that I can be”
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AS and A LEVEL TIMELINE OF CHANGES

AS and A Levels are being changed in three phases:

PHASE 1 subjects are Art & Design, Business Studies,
Computer Science, Economics, English, History, Psychology,
Sociology and the Sciences – Biology, Chemistry, Physics. New
specifications were available for first teaching in September
2015.

PHASE 2 subjects are Dance, Drama & Theatre, Geography,
Music, Modern Foreign Languages (French, German,
Spanish), Physical Education and Religious Studies. New
specifications were available for first teaching in September
2016.

PHASE 3* subjects are Accounting, Archaeology, Classical
Civilisation, Design & Technology – Product Design, Design
& Technology – Fashion Design & Development,
Environmental Science, Further Mathematics, Government &
Politics, History of Art, Law, Mathematics, Media Studies,
Philosophy and Statistics. New specifications were available
for first teaching in September 2017.

AS levels will be stand-alone qualifications and will no longer
contribute to final A Level grades awarded by English
examination boards.

* Subject to confirmation by Ofqual
Please note – Ofqual is currently reconsidering the re-sit requirements for AS
candidates taking outgoing qualifications

This timeline is correct as of April 2016

Copyright © 2016 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved
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JUN 2015

Start teaching new AS and A Levels in Phase One subjects

SEPT 2015

PHASE 2 Start teaching new AS and A Levels in Phase 2 subjects

SEPT 2016

PHASE 3 Start teaching new AS and A Levels in Phase 3 subjects

SEPT 2017

PHASE 2 First assessment opportunity for new A Levels in 
Phase 2 subjects

PHASE 3 First assessment opportunity for AS examinations in 
Phase 3 subjects

Last opportunity for first assessment of current Phase 3 A Levels. Re-sits
available for AS and A Level current Phase Two and for AS Level current

Phase 3

JUN 2018

PHASE 1 First assessment opportunity for new AS in Phase 1 subjects 

Last opportunity for first assessment of current A Levels in Phase 1
subjects

JUN 2016

PHASE 3 First assessment opportunity for new Phase 3 A Levels

Re–sits available for current Phase 3 AS and A Levels

JUN 2019

PHASE 2 First assessment opportunity for new AS in 
Phase 2 subjects 

Re-sits available for current AS and A Levels in Phase 1 subjects and
Phase 2 AS Levels. Last opportunity for first assessment in A Levels for

current Phase 2 subjects

PHASE 1 First assessment opportunity for new A Levels in 
Phase 1 subjects

JUN 2017

Examination series for current AS and A Levels (modular assessment
and re-sits are still available). Last opportunity to sit AS Level for

current Phase 1, first time

PHASE 1 Start teaching new AS and A Levels in Phase 1 subjects

CYMRAEG IAITH GYNTAF
Bwrdd Arholi CBAC

Mae’r pwnc yn cynnig cyfle i chi ddysgu mwy am
ddiwylliant, treftadaeth a llenyddiaeth Cymru.
Rhydd y cwrs hwn gyfleon diri i chi drafod

testunau cyfoes, gwylio ffilmiau cyfredol ac ysgrifennu’n
greadigol. Os y dymunwch ddilyn gyrfa mewn llywodraeth
leol neu’r Cynulliad, newyddiaduraeth neu’r Cyfryngau,
cysylltiadau cyhoeddus neu addysgu, dyma’r pwnc i chi.
Mae’n cynnig llu o gyfleoedd i unrhyw un sydd am swydd
ble mae angen sgiliau cyfathrebu huawdl a graenus.

ASSESSMENT
AS 
Unit 1 Oral Examination 15% 
Unit 2 Non-examination Assessment 10%
Unit 3 Written Paper 15%

A2 
Unit 4 Oral Examination 20% 
Unit 5 Written Paper 20% 
Unit 6 Written Paper 20%

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE
The course combines linguistic exercises, extended writing and
literature analysis. Pupils demonstrate knowledge and
understanding of the structures, grammar and patterns of both
spoken and written Welsh within meaningful contexts and
develop a deeper appreciation of Welsh culture.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
A minimum of Grade 5/Grade C at GCSE Welsh First
Language.

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
Eisteddfodau, Urdd camps and competitions, Sgwad
Sgwennu, cinema and theatre trips, visiting speakers,
Patagonian links, Welsh Society, visiting television studios, the
Welsh Government, Welsh Museums.

WELSH SECOND LANGUAGE
Examination Board WJEC

T his course helps develop fluency as well as a deeper
appreciation of Welsh culture, tradition and history.
Solid grammar foundations are built and pupils

develop confidence to communicate in various scenarios.
Studying Welsh opens career doors in Government and the
Assembly, Journalism and the Media, and any profession
that values clear communication.

ASSESSMENT
AS 
Unit 1 Oral Examination 15% 
Unit 2 Non-examination Assessment 10%
Unit 3 Written Paper 15%

A2 
Unit 4 Oral Examination 25% 
Unit 5 Written Paper 15% 
Unit 6 Written Paper 20%

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE
This course embraces the spiritual, moral, ethical, social and
cultural issues of Welsh language and heritage, thus enabling
pupils to use Welsh in their day -to-day lives. The course is
taught using a variety of methods and resources. Pupils are
required to read, understand, comment and analyse Welsh
poetry, short stories, plays and films. 

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
A minimum of Grade 5/Grade C at GCSE Welsh Second
Language.

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
Eisteddfodau, Urdd camps and competitions, Sgwad
Sgwennu, cinema and theatre trips, visiting speakers,
Patagonian links, Welsh Society, visiting television studios, the
Welsh Government, Welsh Museums.
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The teachers
here really care
how we are

getting on and
they are on hand
whenever we need

them
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The Level 3 National Diploma in Sport offers pupils an
alternative pathway towards a Level 3 qualification. The
qualification focuses on both academic and practical skills

through the gathering of portfolio work collected over a two year
period. The BTEC is a perfect option for pupils who may not excel
in examination type environments and develops important life
skills such as meeting deadlines, presenting in public, referencing
and academic writing. The new specification has been designed in
collaboration with experts from professional bodies, businesses and
universities to ensure that the content provides high-quality
preparation for progression into Higher Education.

ASSESSMENT
The Level 3 National Diploma in Sport consists of units which are
both internally and externally assessed and range from physiological
and psychological science aspects to practical sport and coaching
based elements, making the course varied and enjoyable.

There are six Mandatory Units
l Anatomy and Physiology – externally assessed written exam
l Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport and Well-being

– externally set and assessed task
l Investigating Business in Sport and Active Leisure – externally set

and assessed task
l Professional Development in the Sports Industry – internally set

and assessed assignment 
l Sports Leadership 
l Acquiring Skill in Sport – internally set and assessed assignment 

There are three Optional Units selected from the units below, all of
which are internally set and assessed:
l Application of Fitness Testing
l Sports Psychology
l Practical Sports Performance
l Coaching for Performance
l Research Methods in Sport
l Sports Event Organisation
l Research Project in Sport
l Sports Injury Management
l Principles and Practices for Outdoor and Adventurous Activities
l Land Based Skills for Outdoor Adventure
l Water Based Skills for Outdoor Adventure
l Sports Performance Analysis
l Rules, Regulations and Officiating in Sport
l Technical and Tactical Demands of Sport

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
Ideally prospective pupils will have attained the equivalent of Grade 5
or above in GCSE English and Physical Education. A GCSE in Biology
or Science is an advantage.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
The key factors are that pupils have an aptitude for sport in both a
practical and theoretical sense.

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
Work experience opportunities, workshops and conferences.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS
Most universities accept the BTEC Diploma to study BA
(Hons)/BSc/BEd, Foundation Degree or HND/HNC level courses
within the discipline.

This course has given me a
perfect alternative to taking exams and

I have grown in confidence doing
continual assessment. It’s really

interesting too! 

Examination Board Edexcel
BTEC SPORT Years 12 & 13

BT
EC
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BTEC PUBLIC SERVICES Years 10 & 11
Examination Board Edexcel

The Level 2 First Diploma in Public
Services offers pupils an
alternative pathway towards a

Level 3 qualification. The qualification
focuses on both academic and practical
skills through the gathering of portfolio
work collected over a two year period.
The BTEC is a perfect option for pupils
who may not excel in examination type
environments and develops important
life skills such as meeting deadlines,
presenting in public, referencing and
academic writing. The new specification
has been designed in collaboration with
experts from professional bodies,
businesses and universities to ensure that
the content provides high – quality
preparation for progression into Higher
Education.

ASSESSMENT 
The Level 2 First Diploma in Public
Services consists of units which are both
internally and externally assessed and
range from working skills and employment
to adventurous activities and land
navigation making the course varied and
enjoyable.

There are two mandatory core units:
l The Role and Work of the Public

Services
l Working Skills in the Public Services

There are three optional units selected
from the units below all of which are
internally set and assessed:
l Citizenship, Society and the Public

Services
l Crime and its Effect on Society and

Individuals
l Carrying Out a Project in Public Services

l Employability Skills in the Public
Services

l Employment in the Public Services
l Public Services and Community

Protection
l Health, Fitness and Lifestyle for the

Public Services
l Promotion of Public Service Provision
l Community and Cultural Awareness
l Adventurous Activities in the Public

Services
l Sports and Recreation in the Public

Services
l Land Navigation by Map and Compass
l Volunteering for the Public Services
l Multi-day Expedition Experience
l Health and Safety in the Public Services
l Preparing to Respond to Emergency

Incidents
l Security Procedures in the Public

Services
l Law and Its Impact on the Individual

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
An interest in developing a broad skills
base that employers recognise. 

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
A positive attitude and good aptitude
across a variety of subjects.

OUT OF COLLEGE ACTIVITY
Work experience opportunities, workshops
and conferences.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS
Developing skills in Mathematics, English
and Digital Competence are at the heart of
much of the course content – this will
complement the work done in those
subject areas. 
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